NATIONAL EXTENSION
TOURISM NETWORK

SUPPORTING LOCAL ECONOMIES THROUGH
SUSTAINABLE TOURISM & OUTDOOR RECREATION

National Extension Tourism (NET) integrates research, ec
and outreach within Cooperative Extension and Sea C

support sustainable tourism, thus contributing to th
term economic development, environmental stew:
and socio-cultural wellbeing of communities and

Background

Tourism and recreation make up a rapidly growing segment of the economy and offer
rural and urban communities of all sizes an important strategy for growing and diversifying
their economies and building economic resilience. The U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis
reports that the industry added $459.8 billion to the U.S. economy in 2019, accounting
for 21% of gross domestic product. Meanwhile, communities engaged in tourism and
outdoor recreation activities also face serious challenges, ranging from workforce issues
to managing environmental impacts at popular destinations. Local leaders and policy
makers need unbiased information and objective data about their local economies in
order to make sound decisions about tourism management, planning, and policy issues.
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Taking an Inventory

NET is inventorying and assessing
existing Extension and Sea Grant
tourism programs.

extensiontourism.net



https://extensiontourism.net/
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What Does J
ide?
NET Provide? A forum for non-NET partners to learn about the

role NET can play in tourism projects and programming

@ @ ) Professional development opportunities

What Difference is NET Making?

NET Members engage in community-based programming which supports goals including
economic and workforce development; health equity; climate change adaptation and
resilience; and diversity, equity, inclusion, and improving access. A 2019 survey revealed
that 163 programs are active in 37 states, providing communities and business owners with
education and outreach in agritourism, nature-based and cultural tourism, placemaking,
workforce education and training, and tourism marketing. These programs are led by
Extension professionals at both Land and Sea-Grant Universities and bring together
scientific researchers, community leaders, industry professionals, and business owners.

University of Maine/Maine Sea Grant
The Maine Oyster Trailisanaward-winning
* collaboration between Main Sea Grant

lowa State University Extension and Maine Aquaculture Association that
Through its Great lowa highlights local oyster businesses and
Roadtrip Program, lowa State promotes authentic tourism experiences
University Extension is engaging # that can only be found in Maine.

community members to help
revive lowa’s small businesses
and towns, while “discovering

their new favorite places.” ) . )
University of Arkansas Extension

* Through its Create Bridges program,
University of Arkansas Extension is
strengthening economies in rural Arkansas
by building capacity in retail, tourism,
accommodations, & entertainment sectors.

Get Involved with NET

As communities engaging in tourism and the industry itself build a more resilient and
sustainable future, NET is well positioned to provide the expertise, research, and
education to help them realize their goals. To learn more, visit extensiontourism.net or
contact net@extension.org.
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