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Who are you?





NET Outdoor Rec  Working Group Webpage and Case Statement
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•• - RECREATION
ROUNDTABLE

H O M E A B O U T U S PRIORITIES N E W S RESOURCES EVENTS OR R ASSOCIATION

Welcome to the Outdoor Recreation Roundtable's Rural Economic







Survey for Extension and
non-Extension: 
• Purpose: inventory existing

involvement in outdoor rec, 
gauge potential for further
involvement, identify
barriers

• https://survey123.arcgis.com/
share/ee34337ade65498d99
3006d0f1e46a63



In the future with additional resources, what do you think 
Extension should be doing in your state to support the 
outdoor recreation economy? (24 responses)

Is Extension in your state currently engaged in 
outdoor recreation in any of the following 
ways? (24 responses)
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For FUTURE activities: Explain how Extension could be more involved in outdoor recreation in your 
state... 

More capacity to support more resource development, more communities engaged in programming that support other 
efforts across the state. 

There is a lot of demand from local and regional groups for us to lead research projects and other information 
gathering efforts, but we sometimes lack capacity or there is a lack of funding available from partners.

Extension could play an important role in all of these areas -- with substantially more resources.

Extension could play a unique role in outdoor recreation by providing connections between outdoor recreation 
organizations, state agencies, and the public. I see Extension playing a critical role in providing education 
about outdoor recreation to the State. 

Extension's role is to support communities. The recreation economy is putting a lot of pressure on communities
and I think Extension can help communities navigate that pressure. Not many organizations are looking at the 
recreation economy through the lens of community impacts.



What are the barriers to Extension being more involved in supporting the outdoor recreation economy in your state? 

funding

Short staff, not having resource to support our work around extension in tourism.

Financial and human capital resources within Extension and AES for this work

Funding for positions to focus on this work.

Capacity - finding & staffing a position

Others realizing that they belong and can contribute to this area.

Understanding by extension leadership of its importance and how to overlay it with traditional extension programs. 

Lack of state support

Size, remoteness, diversity

Limited staff and time. Other than that, it seems like there is a lot of opportunity and others seem receptive to partnering with us.

Funding! Need more support to hire more Extension faculty and staff. 

There are few community development positions within the state, so involving educators from other program areas in targeted initiatives 
would expand capacity. linking whatever their specialty is to outdoor recreation opportunities. Natural, social and human capital.

There are already several entities involved with supporting the outdoor recreation economy in my state, so one of the barriers is figuring out 
which need Extension can help fill. 

Lack of support from administration. Traditional Extension is ag focused and changing or diverting that focus seems to run counter to 
tradition. 



Where are we now? Where are we going?

Family and Community Development

•Are we at the table?
•Should we be at the table?
•If not us, who?
•If not now, when?



Breakout Groups
• How should we organize?

• What should the first steps be to overcome barriers and 
advance a collective voice for outdoor rec in Extension

• Where can additional resources come from to increase 
our capacity to engage in this sector?





Next steps
• Contribute to Survey and Map for Extension

and non-Extension
• Next meeting?
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