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Welcome to the National Extension Outdoor Recreation Working Group homepage! Outdaar Recreatian is @ growing sector of the United States economy. The out-
door recreofion sconomy occounsed for 1.9% of the GDP for the Unised Stales

in 2021, Inflaion adjusted GOP for the putdaar rcrmation economy incrensed
18.9% in 2021, campared with a 5.9% increazz for the overall U.5. sconcey.
The number of new autdoor porficipants has increased 26% since the stost of
the pondemic.

Welcome to the National Extension Outdoor Recreation
Working Group homepage!

The number of new outdoor participants has =
increased 26% since the start of the pandemic.

In November 2022, members of the NET Design Team led an outdoor recreation networking meeting that resulted in the creation of the gﬂ'ﬁéjﬂ Econamic Analysis Outdoor Recreation Sarellite Account, U.S. and States, 2021
hitps, v ban. pov fneves, /272 fautdoar.menachion.zofalile.orcount-usond.stoias. 2071

National Extension Outdoor Recreation Working Group. The working group officially launched with its first meeting on February 8, 2023,
Outdoer Foundetion 2022 Outdeor Participation Trends Repert

and plans to meet quarterly. To be notified of future working group calls, sign up for the NEORWG mailing list! hitp: ¢ cuncionrindusny, o/ retouree /202 2-ouar-parscipaticn-rendi-reparn/
UPDATE: The next NEORWG meeting is scheduled for May 30th at 3pm Eastern/2pm Central/1pm Mountain/12pm Pacific/9am Hawaii. Outdoor Recreation and Extension
The meeting is open to anyone interested in Extension’s role in engaging the growing outdoor recreation economy. Please register for the Acconding to o Memarondum of Undersianding (MO L] recently signed by the United Siotes Deporiment of Agriculiure
|USDA) Rurcl Development, Farest Service, ond Mational Institute of Food and Agriculure [MIFA) on supparting the
meeting at: nofion's cutdoor recreation ecanamy, building he recreation ecanamy in the Uniled States is one of USDA's iop pricrities.
. . X X o The sA0U eaplins these agencies’ desirs 1o build on existing callobarofions and cocrdinosion to suppeet the sussainable
https:/fwvu.zoom.us/meeting/register/t]iqd-irpjkgHNKelGEm&wvFochehh8nCHC1 dewelopment of the nafion's recreation econamy and the assaciomied econamies of gateway communiias. As o partner of

USDiA, MIFA, the Caopenafive Extensicn System has a robe to play in suppariing the implemeniction of this MOU.

This page is the online home for this group. On this page, you will find: How is Extension Responding?

) ) ) - The Cocpertiee Extension ond Sea Grant systems hove been engoged in In your state, to what degree is Extension currently
* A map of working group members, below, who have entered their programs into the online inventory. ressorch, education, ond outrsack ta support communities” tourism effarts responding fo these trends in any of the following ways?
. . . . . for mare than 50 yeors. The Mationol Exension Tourism (MET) Design Team
* Resources shared during the quarterly calls, including slides, meeting notes, and chats. haas been providing leodership ta this collective work, and Extensian and Sea Commmiyanpned projcts
S - ; |
* Links to current USDA efforts in the Outdoor Recreation Economies space. S’_"”,' peogeoems are beginaing 10 dedicaie more facully and sioff ime ioward — -
uilding recreation and saurism pragrams. However, o unified, coordingted, Faciilaling slralegic planning [mestings wih communties T
nosional scale effoet hos not yet been redlized. In an effert fo gouge the no- 7y < pubio land managery) 3
fional simus of Exsension's current imeobeement and engagement in the oudoce 35 | Parisipatary ressanch [Industry-specic rasaarch for =
. . . recreation sconoemy MET hasted an interoctive webinor in Movember 2022 = Fon-aeadamiy audieroe] "_:
Learn more about NET's efforts in Outdoor Recreation! foarsed on this subject. Parficipants expressed an interest in forming o work- = General academic research Imnmﬂflll!relﬁh"ﬂfd g
NATIONAL EXTENSION ;. o imgwiaca|
. . . . , " group fa explore ond propase a srmegy for Exiension ta engage the growing =3
Download “Engaging the Outdoor Recreation Sector's Growth” (PDF) — cukdoos recrentian scanomy. Subssquenily, the Extension Ovbloor Recreglion | Tradciogaefmelirarsy worenops i semionsi i
i i . ‘Werking Group wos farmed with &5 participants attending the firs meedng in _ 0
5
Written by NET Design Team members and Working Group Leads: Engaging The Ourdoar Recreation Saciar's Grawth February 2023 1o sake the pulse of Extension and its rale in cotdoor recre- Rusouros Developmant fioakis, tss studes. bast practines)
Doug Arbogast, West Virginia University Extension Loagmrd atien. The senfiment from the participonts in the werkgroup is that Extension's D

curment role remaoins limised
Jake Powell, Utah State University Extension




November 2022 Extension Outdoor Rec Webinar

In your state, to what degree is Extension currently
responding to these trends in any of the following

ways?

Not at all

Community Engaged Projects (Providing technical assistance for the development and
lementation of improvement project

Facilitating strotegic planning (Hosting and focilitating meetings with communities and
public land maonagers to determine commaon goaols and strategies)

Participatory Research (Industry specific research intended for a non-academic audience

General Academic Research (Research adding to the academic body of knowledge or
shared primarily via publications)

Tminiﬁ iConductim webinars works% 'infon‘n:ation sessions.)

Resource development (Developing toclkits, case studies, and best practices for
- ; et ;
e PP e recrection economy)

Highly Involved

ol Mentimeter



November 2022 Extension Outdoor Rec Webinar

What are the most important projects, resources, or
research regarding the outdoor recreation economy
Extension can commit to immediately?

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

6th

Community Engoged Projects (Providing technical
assistance for the development and implementation of
improverment projects)

Facilitating strategic plonning (Hosting and faciltating
meetings with communities and public lond managers

_ tesetemhecomman GMIS end Strutag}es}
Resource development (Developing toolkits, casa
studies, ond best proctices for supporting sustainable
growth of the recreation aconomy.)

Training (Conducting webinars, workshops, and
information sessions.)
Participatory Research (Industry specific research
intended for ¢ non-academic audience)

General Academic Research (Research adding to the
academic body of knowledge or shared primarily via
publications)

il Mentimeter



November 2022 Extension Outdoor Rec Webinar

With additional resources, what are most important,
projects, resources, or research Extension should work on.

Resource developmeant (Developing toolkits, case
studies, and best practices for supporting sustainable
growth of the recreation economy.)

1st

Community Engaged Projects (Providing technical
assistance for the development and implementation of
improvement projects)

2nd

Facilitating strategiz planning (Hosting and facilitating
meetings with communities and public land managers
to determine comman goals and strategies)

3rd

Training (Conducting webinars, workshops, and
information sessions.)

4th

Participatory Research (Industry specific research
intended for a non-academic audience)

5th

General Academic Research (Research adding to the
Gth academic body of knowledge or shared primarily via
publications)

il Mentimeter
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life of nutdoor enthusmsts everywhera. Advan d these Ma ues is critical to
growing outdoor recreation in the United Stat hich alrfady accounts for
$862 billion in annual economic output coming'frofn the acHvities of America’s
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Roundtable Rural Ecomnilc
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Welcome to the Outdoor Recreation Roundtable's Rural Economic




USDA Rural Development
S 5 DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Together, America Prospers

STAKEHOLDER ANNOUNCEMENT

USDA to Create Plan to Expand Recreation Economies and Help People Thrive
Across Rural America

Rural Development, National Institute of Food and Agriculture, and U.S. Forest Service
Partner to Create New Tools and Resources

WASHINGTON, Jan. 19, 2023 — The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that it will

create a plan to expand recreation economies to help people thrive across rural America.

Through a Memorandum of Understanding, USDA Rural Development, the National Institute of Food and

Agnculture (NIFA) and the U.5. Forest Service will partner to develop an annual plan to expand economic

opportunities related to recreation in communities surrounding America’s national forests.

The annual plan will outline the ways the agencies will partner to conduct program outreach, host informational
sessions and workshops, and develop toolkits to help people access the resources they need to thrive in
recreation economies. The agencies will also:

¢ Provide technical and planning assistance to help local, state and Tribal leaders develop regional

economic development plans that advance recreation economies.

¢ Provide funding under Rural Development and National Institute of Food and Agriculture programs to
help U.S. Forest Service gateway communities expand resilient recreation infrastructure and business
development projects that create jobs.

¢ Develop and maintain strategic partnerships, and more.
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U.S. Extension Qutdoor Recreation Economy Survey

The goal of this survey is to connect those involved in outdoor recreation economy projects. S u rvey fO r Exte n S i O n a n d

Your answers to these guestions will be shared on a web-enabled map with all responszes.

non-Extension:

 Purpose: inventory existing
Involvement in outdoor rec,
gauge potential for further
iInvolvement, identify

e v oo i barriers

« https://survey123.arcgis.com/
share/ee34337ade65498d99

e 3006d0f1e46a63

2. Title

5. Program Website

If you (or your Extenszion program) have a website, please enter here,



Is Extension in your state currently engaged in
outdoor recreation in any of the following
ways? (24 responses)

Training - [ :
Community Engaged Projects _ 7
Resource Development _ 6
Facilitating Strategic Planning _ 6
Gen Academic Research on Rec Economy _ 6
Participatory Research — 5

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

In the future with additional resources, what do you think
Extension should be doing in your state to support the
outdoor recreation economy? (24 responses)

Facilitating Strategic Planning _ 20
Participatory Research _ 14
Gen Academic Research on Rec Economy _ 12
0 5 10 15 20 25



For FUTURE activities: Explain how Extension could be more involved in outdoor recreation in your
state...

More capacity to support more resource development, more communities engaged in programming that support other
efforts across the state.

There is a lot of demand from local and regional groups for us to lead research projects and other information
gathering efforts, but we sometimes lack capacity or there is a lack of funding available from partners.

Extension could play an important role in all of these areas -- with substantially more resources.

Extension could play a unique role in outdoor recreation by providing connections between outdoor recreation
organizations, state agencies, and the public. | see Extension playing a critical role in providing education
about outdoor recreation to the State.

Extension's role is to support communities. The recreation economy is putting a lot of pressure on communities
and | think Extension can help communities navigate that pressure. Not many organizations are looking at the
recreation economy through the lens of community impacts.



What are the barriers to Extension being more involved in supporting the outdoor recreation economy in your state?
funding

Short staff, not having resource to support our work around extension in tourism.

Financial and human capital resources within Extension and AES for this work

Funding for positions to focus on this work.

Capacity - finding & staffing a position

Others realizing that they belong and can contribute to this area.

Understanding by extension leadership of its importance and how to overlay it with traditional extension programs.
Lack of state support

Size, remoteness, diversity

Limited staff and time. Other than that, it seems like there is a lot of opportunity and others seem receptive to partnering with us.
Funding! Need more support to hire more Extension faculty and staff.

There are few community development positions within the state, so involving educators from other program areas in targeted initiatives
would expand capacity. linking whatever their specialty is to outdoor recreation opportunities. Natural, social and human capital.

There are already several entities involved with supporting the outdoor recreation economy in my state, so one of the barriers is figuring out
which need Extension can help fill.

Lack of support from administration. Traditional Extension is ag focused and changing or diverting that focus seems to run counter to
tradition.



Where are we now? Where are we going?

*Are we at the table?
*Should we be at the table?
|/f not us, who?

|/f not now, when?

VW EXTENSION Family and Community Development



Breakout Groups

* How should we organize?

 What should the first steps be to overcome barriers and
advance a collective voice for outdoor rec in Extension

* Where can additional resources come from to increase
our capacity to engage in this sector?



2023 NET Conference

Registration Travel & Lodging Info Call for Abstracis Call for Awards

e

' 2023 National E
Tourism Conference

Envisioning the Future of Extension in Tourism

— Milwaukee, Wi T —
. September 24 — 27 -

Hosted by Wisconsin Sea Grant
_ go.wisc.edu/075h11

AT AL LETRHCH
TOURIM Ml P

PHOTD: TRAVEL WISLOMSEN



Next steps

» Contribute to Survey and Map for Extension
and non-Extension

* Next meeting?

Y4 EXTENSION
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