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FLORIDA SOCIETY FOR ETHICAL ECOTOURISM

SKILLS 
TRAINING?



WHY IS NATURAL HISTORY AND 
CONSERVATION TRAINING FOR 

GUIDES IMPORTANT?
–

WHO PROVIDES NATURE-BASED 
TOURISM SKILLS TRAINING?



DISCOURAGE
INAPPROPRIATE 
BEHAVIORS



DISCOURAGE
DESTRUCTIVE 
BEHAVIORS



CULTIVATE APPRECIATION AND RESPECT

PROMOTE ETHICAL BEHAVIORS



“In the end we will conserve only what we love; 
we will love only what we understand; and 
we will understand only what we are taught." 
- Baba Dioum, 1968



Visitors cut down protected 
joshua trees during 
government shutdown

CBS San Francisco Bay
Jan 11, 2019



The environment is not a top 

issue among most voters

PEW Research Center
July 7, 2016



Teach a 

conservation 

ethic

Eastern Tiger Salamander







Goals of the FMNP 

• Train ecotour guides and 
educators

• Expand environmental 
education and awareness 
in Florida 

• Increase volunteerism and 
community engagement
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Florida Master Naturalist Program Course Offerings

www.MasterNaturalist.org



Core courses
Specific to the predominant environmental 

systems in Florida

Coastal Freshwater Upland

Estuaries
Nearshore Habitats

Coastal Uplands

Marshes
Swamps

Lakes, Rivers, 
& Springs

Pinelands
Hardwoods

Scrub, Prairie, 
& Range

Each course is 40 contact hours & includes multiple field trips



A fit for all learning styles

CLASSROOM LEARNING:
●Notebooks and Resources
●Presentations
●Videos and Worksheets
●Discussion

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING:
●Field Trips
●Interpretation Skills
●Final Project Development



Special topic courses
More skills based & field-oriented - 24 contact hours 

Coastal
o Large-Scale 
o Local-Scale 
o Evaluating 

Water Quality

o Mammals

o Birds

o Herpetofauna

o Biodiversity
o Ecosystem 

Integrity

o Conservation 
Strategies

Habitat 
Evaluation

Wildlife 
Monitoring

Environmental 
Interpretation
o Interpretive 

Presentations
o Guided Programs
o Displays

Conservation 
Science



NEW restoration series

Coastal Shoreline Restoration

This course is 24 contact hours & 
includes multiple field trips

Living Shorelines:
Oyster Reef
Mangroves

Salt Marshes



Restoration series
Special topics format - 24 contact hours 

Coastal
o TBD

o TBD
o TBD

o TBD

o TBD 

o TBD

o Oyster reefs
o Mangroves
o Salt marsh

Freshwater 
habitat

Upland 
habitat

Marine 
habitat

o Seagrasses
o Hard bottom
o Artificial reef

Coastal 
shoreline



FMNP Instructor Network

• ~175 Certified Instructors
• 65 organizations
• Vetted, trained, certified 

― Distinction
― Responsibility
― Pride



Centralized registration and revenue sharing

www.MasterNaturalist.org – Current Courses

http://www.masternaturalist.org/


Florida Master Naturalist Program
Courses and Graduates by Year



Who are our FMNP graduates?

• Ecotour Guides
• Employees & Volunteers of 

Parks and Nature Centers
• K-12 Teachers
• Natural Resource Professionals
• College Students
• Interested Citizens



Benefits of FMNP training

• Recognized expertise

• Volunteer and job opportunities

• Earn in-service credits/CEUs

• Gain interpretive skills

• Community involvement & networking

• Personal fulfillment



Freshwater

Florida Master Naturalists are recognized for their expertise



Freshwater

Florida 
Master 
Naturalist 
training 
promotes 
credibility



Freshwater

FMNP training has resulted in new businesses



“FMNP courses provided the 
confidence I needed to speak to 
hundreds of visitors and citizens 

in my tour guide position...”
- A. Perez



FMNP grads benefit in many ways

The time I spent 
participating in the FMNP 

has given me the self-
confidence to pursue a 

doctoral degree.

My career background 
is nursing. This course 
opened a whole new

world to me.

Due to the contacts I made 
through FMNP, I was offered a 

job teaching at an
environmental science charter 

school.

I recently received an
appointment to the State 

Greenways and Trails Council 
and completion of the FMNP 

helped with that selection 
process.



For more information:
www.MasterNaturalist.org

info@masternaturalist.org
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