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Welcome to the National Extension Tourism Design Team 
Outdoor Recreation Working Group





• https://extensiontourism.net/webinar-
outdoor-recreation-and-extension-
resources-roundup-and-national-
networking/

NET Webinar Series launched in 2020

https://extensiontourism.net/webinar-outdoor-recreation-and-extension-resources-roundup-and-national-networking/


Who are you?



Family and Community Development

*The result of these three key pieces of legislation is a Cooperative Extension Service that brings the wealth of 
knowledge generated and housed by the Universities out to the communities in the form of research, teaching and 
service programs and initiatives*

The Morrill Act of 1862
Called on states to set aside and sell up to 30,000 acres of land and use the 
funds to establish colleges, hence the name “land grant” universities

The Hatch Act of 1887
Provided funding for agricultural research programs at state land-grant 
agricultural experiment stations in all 50 states

The Smith Lever Act of 1914
Created a Cooperative Extension Service associated with each land-grant 
institution. This partnership between agricultural colleges and USDA 
enables the dissemination of information produced by the experiment 
stations' research

The Origins of Cooperative Extension



Family and Community Development

Three Areas of Focus
1. Agriculture & Natural Resources (farmers)
2. 4-H  & Youth Development (farmer’s kids/future farmers)
3. Family & Community Development (formerly family consumer science – farmer’s wives)

The Mission of the WVU Extension Service
WVU Extension Service educators and volunteers build and help sustain collaborations and partnerships with people 
and organizations in West Virginia, to improve their lives and communities.
Our programs and services strengthen leaders of all ages, youth, and families. We develop and teach best practices 
for sustainable agriculture, for responsible use of renewable resources, and stewardship of natural resources. We 
work to improve our state’s communities, workforce, and the economy.

The Vision of the WVU Extension Service
WVU Extension Service meets the changing lifelong learning 
needs of people, organizations, and communities by putting 
knowledge to work.

Extension Today



Taken from U. of Wisc. What is Community Economic Development
https://aae.wisc.edu/ced/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2013/06/CED-What-Is-It.pdf

Downtown Hinton, WV

• Definitions can vary

• Community Development
• Building community assets
• Building community institutions
• Building community capacity

• Economic Development
• Building economic opportunity
• Enhancing Economic well-being
• Building a resilient economy

• Community Economic Development
• Balancing economic development with social and environmental desires

What is Community Economic Development?
(Community versus Economic?)

https://aae.wisc.edu/ced/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2013/06/CED-What-Is-It.pdf


In 2021 the outdoor 
recreation economy 
accounted for 1.9 percent 
($454.0 billion) of GDP 

vs. 0.7 percent 
($164.7 billion) for farms 

Bureau of Economic Analysis Outdoor Recreation Satellite Account, U.S. and States, 2021  https://www.bea.gov/news/2022/outdoor-recreation-satellite-
account-us-and-states-2021

https://www.bea.gov/news/2022/outdoor-recreation-satellite-account-us-and-states-2021


Source: https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2016/december/using-
the-ers-county-economic-types-to-explore-demographic-and-economic-
trends-in-rural-areas/



Source: https://headwaterseconomics.org/wp-content/uploads/Public_Lands_Slideshow.pdf



Outdoor Foundation 2022 Outdoor Participation Trends Report 
https://outdoorindustry.org/resource/2022-outdoor-participation-trends-report/

https://outdoorindustry.org/resource/2022-outdoor-participation-trends-report/


Family and Community Development



State Offices of Outdoor Recreation













Family and Community Development

• As early as 1967 Recreation and Tourism was 
recognized as an essential role in economic 
development by cooperative extension nationwide

• “…call for sound programing that could assist 
local leaders and governing officials in making 
informed decisions about recreation and 
tourism as a component of total community 
development…”

• Need to address ‘wicked problems’ of managed 
and sustained growth for the whole community

Blackwater Falls State Park, WV

Extension's Role in Economic Development 
and Sustainable Tourism



Where are we now?

•Are we at the table?
•Should we be at the table?
•If not us, who?
•If not now, when?

Family and Community Development



















Next steps
• Survey for Extension and non-Extension:  

https://arcg.is/15Kn58
• Purpose: inventory existing involvement in outdoor rec,        

gauge potential for further involvement, identify barriers
• map: https://arcg.is/1bOzya1
• Working group webpage on NET website with resources 

from webinar, working group meeting, and survey 
• Next meeting?

https://arcg.is/15Kn58
https://arcg.is/1bOzya1

	Outdoor Rec working group Slides
	Outdoor Recreation�Working Group��Facilitators: �Doug Arbogast and Jake Powell�
	Slide Number 2
	NET Webinar Series launched in 2020
	Who are you?
	The Origins of Cooperative Extension
	Extension Today
	What is Community Economic Development?�(Community versus Economic?)
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	State Offices of Outdoor Recreation
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Extension's Role in Economic Development �and Sustainable Tourism
	Where are we now?

	2023-Feb Workgroup Menti Slide Results
	Outdoor Rec working group Slides
	Next steps


